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Subject: Promoting and protecting innovation in the UAE - initiatives and updates from
the Ministry of Economy

Dear all,

A very Happy New Year to all the members of the AIPPI, your teams, and families. We are
pleased to share our first circular for 2025.

Following to the event that was held on January 6™, 2024 hosted by the UAE Ministry of
Economy at Dubai Science Park, our esteemed Communications Committee member, Natalie
Slabbert, prepared this circular to share an update on this event. We hope that this circular
will produce collaborative discussions on the latest initiatives of the Ministry of Economy within
the AIPPI UAE Group and its members. We highly value your insights and encourage follow-
up contributions and additional comments to ensure that the latest updates and initiatives
receive adequate coverage within our group.

o Background and Promoting and protecting innovation in the UAE

The rapidly advancing global economy has placed intellectual property (IP) at the forefront of
fostering innovation, creativity, and academic excellence. Recognizing the importance of IP to
achieve the goal of becoming a global innovation hub, the Ministry of Economy held an
Intellectual Property Forum where the Ministry provided updates on their initiatives and a
synopsis of their successes for the past year.

The event was held at Dubai Science Park, on 6 January 2025, under the esteemed patronage
of H.E. Abdulla Alsaleh, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economy, and H.E. Marwan
Abdulaziz Janahi, the Senior Vice President of Dubai Science Park. Also in attendance were
the various heads of department including H.E. Khalfan Ahmed Al Suwaidi and H.E. Fatima
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Khalaf Al Hosani. Their participation underscored the importance of the strategic role of
intellectual property in the UAE's vision for growth and innovation and the desire for effective
communication between the Ministry and relevant stakeholders.

The forum kicked off with a friendly networking session with like-minded professionals,
academics, industry leaders, and Ministry officials.

In the opening remarks, H.E. Abdulla Alsaleh, as well as H.E. Marwan Abdulaziz Janahi,
emphasized the UAE’s focus on innovation and fostering an environment where innovation
can thrive and where creators are assured of the UAE’s commitment to safeguarding these
assets. Both leaders discussed the strategic importance of intellectual property in the UAE,
touching on how IP contributes to the development of sustainable, innovative ecosystems in
the region.

H.E. Abdulla Alsaleh emphasized that the country has made significant strides in advancing
the intellectual property sector. He emphasized the initiatives being taken to offer support to
creators and inventors and to enable innovation, research, and development-based initiatives.

IP Sector Initiatives

The various IP departments within the Ministry were invited to present the successes of the
previous year, initiatives, and goals for the new year.

Patent Department Initiatives
H.E. Khalfan Ahmed Al Suwaidi discussed several initiatives and upgrades:
1. Patent system upgrades

These upgrades include the integration of Al support for staff and customers; legal status and
events to be posted in real-time; full specifications to be published; the introduction of easier
applicant management; Al verification of filings to guide data input; auto-generation of
documents; and alarms for due dates.

2. Expedited examination times

A primary focus was on reducing examination times, with the target to examine patent
applications within 12 months by mid-2025.

3. Patent Hive

The Patent Hive initiative encompasses a range of strategies including raising awareness
regarding the importance of IP; documenting the process and clarifying roles and
responsibilities to ensure consistency in filing patents; enhancing integration between the IP
sector and R&D initiatives; and encouraging students and young innovators to protect their IP
rights.

To encourage innovation among students and young scholars, the initiative provides a range
of incentives, including reduced registration fees for students and a zero-cost policy for young
people under the age of 21. These measures aim to foster collaboration and integration among
the UAE’s scientific research sectors, universities, and small to medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs).
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As a result of this initiative, the department has set an ambitious goal of reaching 6,000 patent
registrations (i.e. grants) by 2026.

4. RISE (Reinforcing Intangibles to Strengthen the Economy)

This initiative seeks to enhance the capabilities of innovation incubators in federal and local
institutions and enhance the outputs of these institutions.

The UAE is currently ranked 32 in the Global Innovation Index of most innovative economies,
and through initiatives like RIiSE, it aims to secure its place in the top 15.

5. Financial Support for Students and SMEs

Recognizing the financial barriers to IP protection, the ministry will also be introducing a 50%
fee reduction for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

o Copyright Department Initiatives

The Copyright Department made significant strides in protecting creative works and raising
awareness about IP rights. The department highlighted its efforts to educate the youth about
the value of copyright protection, especially in an increasingly digital world.

One of the standout initiatives is INSTABLOCK, which was introduced to combat online
copyright infringement. Since its inception in 2023, INSTABLOCK successfully blocked over
1,200 infringing websites, providing a powerful tool for copyright holders to protect their rights.

o Trademark Department Initiatives

The Trademark Department’s efforts were centred around both protecting brands and raising
awareness about the importance of trademark rights. One key initiative was their ongoing work
to educate young people about intellectual property, ensuring that future generations
understand how to protect their creative works and innovations through trademarks.

The Trademark Department is also focused on enhancing the trademark registration process,
improving the efficiency and transparency of the system to make it easier for businesses to
protect their brands. This focus on education and efficiency is crucial as the UAE continues to
foster a competitive, innovation-driven market.

e Workshop on IP

Following the presentations, the Ministry provided a step-by-step overview of the trademark
and patent registration processes using the Ministry systems.

o Key takeaways

It is evident that the Ministry of Economy is eager to foster IP creation and to ensure IP
protection as one of the strategies for economic growth. The Ministry delivered strong
statements regarding its desire to create an environment where creators and businesses can
innovate and where the UAE can attract creative talent. The Ministry will be rolling out these
initiatives in the coming year and we look forward to seeing the UAE secure its place in the
top 15 of the Global Innovation Index.
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Whilst these circulars do not aim to give any opinion or advice to readers, we support sharing
such write-ups to open the doors for group discussions on the best practices and latest

experiences that IP professionals face in the UAE.

We trust you find the information in this circular useful. We look forward to hearing from you

on the future contributions.

On behalf of the Communications Committee

Thank you,
Authored by: Natalie Slabbert
Verified by: Munir Suboh
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We are honored to invite you to participate in the
Intellectusl Property Foram, a pivotal event
focusing on the significance of intellectual property
in fostering innovation and academic excellence.
The forum will be held under the esteemed
presence of HE. Abdulla Alsaleh, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Economy, and H.E. Marwan
Abdulaziz Janahi, Senior Vice President of Dubai
Science Park.
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AGENDA

Registration & networking

9:00 am — 10:00 am

Opening Remarks:

H.E. Abdullah Al saleh
Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Economy

H.E. Marwan Al Janahi
Senior Vies President of Dubai
Seience Park.

10:00am — 10:10am

1P Sector Initiatives
Presented by: Dirsctors of
departments under the IP Sector

10:10am — 10-40am

workshop on 1P

Presented

by staff members from varicus
departments.

10:40am — 11:40am

Q&A

11:40 am— 12:00pm
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