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To all the Members of the AIPPI - UAE National Group 5% Circular/ 2024
Subject: Strategic Insights into Patenting in the United Arab Emirates
Dear all.

We share this circular as prepared by our esteemed member Leo Giannotti. Leo serves a board member
at our AIPPI UAE Group, and he contributed during his 32 years of service to the European Patent
Office (1990-2022) on many areas. He has been holding various roles, notably in patent examination,
strategic analysis and policy making, and would like to share this write up with you for review.

Introduction

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is emerging as a global innovation hub, driven by economic
diversification, government initiatives, and technological investments. Patent filings in the UAE are
increasing at an annual growth rate of 18%, with applications doubling approximately every four years.
Understanding domestic and international patent trends provides valuable insights into the nation’s
innovation ecosystem, informing policy and strategic decision-making for IP firms, professionals, and
international organizations such as AIPPI.

Patent Applications in the UAE
Patent applications in the UAE originate from both domestic and foreign entities. Domestic patent

filings reflect the country’s inventive activity and serve as a foundation for international expansion.
Applicants often seek protection abroad through the Paris Convention (national routes) or the Patent


https://www.linkedin.com/in/leogiannotti

Cooperation Treaty (PCT), although some UAE-based entities or inventors file their first patent
applications directly in other jurisdictions, like the USA.

Foreign patent applications in the UAE primarily enter through two routes: direct national filings with
the UAE Ministry of Economy or via the PCT system. The Gulf Cooperation Council Patent Office
(GCCPO), once a unified regional system, now focuses on individual member states, with the UAE
emphasizing its national patent framework and the PCT route.

Challenges in Patent Data Analysis

Patent statistics in the UAE present challenges due to variations in reporting and classification. Reliable
data is essential for policymakers, investors, and researchers. Organizations such as WIPO and the
OECD provide key statistics that help assess innovation trends and guide policy development. A
meaningful analysis requires distinguishing domestic and foreign filings and tracking their progression
through national and international routes. However, such data collection and analysis is notoriously
difficult.

Dominance of Non-Resident Patent Applications

The majority of UAE patent applications come from non-residents, reflecting the country’s status as a
global business hub. Economic diversification efforts, a favorable business environment, and strong
foreign direct investment (FDI) contribute to this trend. Comparisons with Singapore, another global
innovation hub, reveal that the UAE's patent filings are currently about one-fourth of Singapore’s.
However, at the current 18% growth rate, the UAE’s patent system could match Singapore’s within two
doubling periods (approximately eight years).

Rise of Domestic Patent Filings

While foreign filings dominate, domestic patent applications are steadily increasing due to
government initiatives like the Patent Hive Initiative, increased R&D funding, and entrepreneurship
support. Key factors influencing this growth include economic diversification, strengthened IP
protection, and enhanced participation in international patent frameworks.

Building IP Capacity: Lessons from Singapore

The UAE’s rapid patent growth necessitates an expansion of its IP infrastructure. A comparative
analysis with Singapore suggests that the UAE should consider significantly increasing its number of
patent examiners, attorneys, and support staff. Currently, the UAE has 21 patent examiners, compared
to Singapore’s 100. To manage projected growth, the UAE may need 120-150 examiners in the future.
Additionally, Al-driven tools could enhance efficiency but will not replace the need for skilled
professionals.

Recommendations for Strengthening the UAE’s IP Ecosystem
e Training & Upskilling: Investment in education and training for patent professionals,
incorporating advancements in Al and patent law.
e Recruitment & Retention: Competitive incentives to attract and retain qualified IP
professionals.
e Collaboration & Knowledge Sharing: Strengthening partnerships between government
agencies, IP firms, and academic institutions.



Conclusion

The UAE is on a trajectory to becoming a player in global innovation. While foreign applications
dominate, domestic filings are growing, supported by strategic government policies. To accompany
this momentum, the UAE must expand its patent examination capacity and foster a strong innovation
ecosystem. By aligning with global best practices, leveraging international partnerships, and
embracing technological advancements, the UAE can enhance its position as an intellectual property
hub, driving long-term innovation and economic growth.

Authored by: Leo Giannotti

Verified by: Mark Devany

Annex

Patent applications in the UAE by year of filing
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Data Source : WIPO IP Statistics Data Center
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