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We are pleased to share our 8" circular for 2026, authored by Natalie Slabbert, Member of the
AIPPI UAE Communications Committee.

The UAE Ministry of Economy and Tourism (“MOET”) has issued Administrative Decision No. 2 of
2026, introducing temporary procedural relief designed to support business continuity and
enhance service delivery within the national trademark system. The decision responds to practical
challenges faced by trade mark applicants in obtaining certified and legalised documents within
prescribed statutory deadlines and reflects the MOET’s broader commitment to efficiency,
customer satisfaction and continuity of intellectual property services.

Background and purpose

Trade mark filings in the UAE require the submission of a duly notarised and, where applicable,
legalised power of attorney with allowing late filing of powers with 9o days timeframe. Before the
administrative decision, failure to submit this power within 9o days of filing a new trade mark
application resulted in automatic rejection, with no right of appeal. Recognising that applicants
may encounter genuine delays, particularly in securing notarised and legalised documents, the
MOET has adopted a more flexible and pragmatic approach on a temporary basis.

Key changes introduced by the decision

Under the new administrative decision, monthly extensions will now be granted for new trade
mark applications only where the required power of attorney cannot be submitted within the initial
90-day period. Rather than rejecting the application once the deadline lapses, the Trade Mark
Office will allow applicants additional time following expiry of the original period.



This will apply to new trade mark applications as well as trade mark applications which are pending
and where a power of attorney has not yet been submitted.

Applicants may therefore continue to progress their applications while awaiting completion of the
necessary documentation. This applies to both:

e Legalised powers of attorney for foreign applicants; and
e Notarised powers of attorney for locally based applicants.

Procedural requirements

To benefit from the extension mechanism, applicants or their authorised representatives must
take proactive steps. Specifically, a written request for an additional 30-day extension must be
submitted to the Trade Marks Department before the expiry of the current granted period. This
process may be repeated monthly, provided requests are made on time and the application
remains compliant in all other respects.

Importantly, no additional official fees will be charged in connection with these temporary
extensions, reducing the financial burden on applicants during periods of delay.

Ongoing Compliance Expectations

While the decision offers valuable flexibility, the MOET has emphasised that applicants remain
responsible for submitting all required documents as soon as they become available. The
extensions are designed to accommodate unavoidable delays and support business continuity, not
to replace standard filing requirements or encourage complacency. Failure to ultimately submit
the power of attorney may still jeopardise the application.

Scope and Limitations

The temporary relief applies only to trade mark matters (applications only) and does not extend
to oppositions for example or patents or other intellectual property rights. Moreover, the Ministry
has confirmed that this measure is temporary, intended to address exceptional circumstances
affecting applicants during this period.

Practical impact

This decision represents a welcome development for trade mark owners and practitioners,
reducing the risk of irrevocable loss of rights due to administrative or logistical delays. By
prioritising flexibility and continuity, the MOET has reinforced the UAE’s pro-business approach to
intellectual property protection while maintaining the integrity of its trade mark registration
system.

Trade mark applicants are advised to continue monitoring application deadlines closely and to
engage with the Trade marks Department in a timely manner to fully benefit from this temporary
relief.

Authored by: Natalie Slabbert
Verified by: Mona Saleh



UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
MINISTRY OF ECONOMY & TOURISM

Bl Aoy pall O Hla ¥
- S S | P S——— - T

2026 2wt (2) o3, glal 5,8

Alall @l pudsl Cdhe tyoed mie ol

La__rg sdaaall Sleasl 5oLy Bagoms ;1.5_7}2”3 sonlalazll Ly sajad e daleeedly slaid¥l BYI=re J'I.Iol L‘.}
e LSl LS gl (o Loy o2y Sall LI Jloma (§ 5150 Laomgsl L) Colan¥] 3uions po o ey

e Lo 0385 lotse)l 00085 8ela€ (pasiny Lay lalaill (e Slel oY1 Jagady Jlas¥l 4l atal ges

Lpd pdazy (@l ¥l (a8 A80all 3l uat) 4ylatll Siladall Silais Ausls A285s SlapieT pie
sl day Ay b 1y ded e ey B30zl A1l LA e Dogllall sl s Jgsmnedl cpaaazll e
otedizell dla] iy 0¥ clliy Al cNE i1 Lol gy (90) AaIL1 Aula¥l dLL
i dgleall sbadlall 8y10] as Loty 2l (e BTl Leg Laydg5 538 380nlly datyll Z KGN sy JlaSiesd
VN asr Slelya) JLaSiul oo miuSas! ol lagy (30) sl Blia) e llad S3umll 5Ll sl

Jowdl e A80ually Aatsll Agilall

eall g lloies 936,

)Sall S pladl bl LSyl
2026/03/25 § 1,55
TEL +971 2613 11711 aila « FAX+971 2 626 0000 _.S1a « ABL

TEL +071 4 314 155

WWW.2COnomy.gov.ae



